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commented Sarah York Rubin, Executive
Director of the Santa Barbara County of Arts and
Culture. “With twelve pianos, there are so many
opportunities for spontaneous concerts, and
people really take advantage of that”

A fun and interactive public art project,
Pianos on State exemplifies the creativity of the
Santa Barbara community and gives everybody
the opportunity to express themselves.

“I think art brings people and communities
together in ways that only art can do,” expressed
Torrie Cutbirth, Executive Director of the Arts
Fund. “It's a beautiful moment when strangers
on the street can interact and come together
through art and music”

The Santa Barbara Bowl, whose mission
is to provide resources and build partnerships

State is the biggest it has
ever been, lasting an entire three weeks, longer
than ever before. The twelve pianos, painted by
local artists, also represent a wide range of styles
and subjects, reflecting the personalities of the
many artists participating this year.

Some artists had a whimsical take on the
project, like Lanny Sherman, whose dancing pigs
are ready to entertain. “T've been doing a series of
pig paintings lately. Pigs are just fun to paint and
fun to look at,” chuckled Sherman. "I just wanted
to deliver smiles and fun with my piano.”

Jack Mohr was inspired by one of
his original paintings, translating a two-
dimensional image onto the three-dimensional
piano. “The original painting is called Duality,
and it is about the difference between the
left brain and the right brain, control versus
freedom. I wanted to combine the two sides in

Pianos Bring Color and Music to State

this piano,” explained Mohr.

For the first time, Pianos on State is
partnering with the Public Library’s Central
Branch this year for the SB Reads program. In
honor of Frankenstein's 200th Anniversary, the
Library will be will be distributing free books to
the community, as well as scheduling events and
concerts by their Frankenstein-inspired piano.

“We had the concept of putting Mary Shelley
in Santa Barbara” commented Claire Frandsen,
the artist painting the piano for the library. “It
has been fun for me to delve into her life more
than I would have otherwise.”

In the spirit of collaboration, high school
students Elsie Ochoa, Evan Sherman, Maxwell
Sagermann, and Alice Gipe from Youth
Interactive worked closely together to create their
vibrant, nature-inspired piano.

“We wanted to contrast the chaos and
movement of State Street with nature and a sky
scene, something serene,’ shared Sherman. “We
also wanted to bring a splash of color to State
Street”

“It’s been super easy. I've never had this
smooth of a time working with a group before]”
Ochoa added with a laugh. “We were able to
combine all of our ideas.”

Another team of artists from Art From Scrap
reflected the values of their organization through
their eye-catching piano. “Typical of the Art
From Scrap Creative Reuse store, we utilized
reuse materials- broken CD’s, and paint- that
were at hand, overcame a couple of creative
obstacles, and made this project a true group
effort, from idea conception to completion,’
explained Tara Patrick, Art From Scrap Creative
ReUse Director. "We are excited to see it

Youth Interactive Arfists Evan Sherman, Alice
Gipe, Maxwell Sagermann, and Elsie Ochoa

shimmer on State Street!”

Other artists include Sheryl Schroeder,
Mahina Martinson, Aviel Hyman, The Arts Fund
Artists, Melody Rose, Ariana Meyers, Richard
Stokes, and Amanda Phillips.

Pianos on State is a collaboration between
many Santa Barbara organizations, including
Santa Barbara Bowl, Santa Barbara County
Office of Arts and Culture, Santa Barbara
Education Foundation, City of Santa Barbara,
Santa Barbara Arts Collaborative, Downtown
Santa Barbara, New Noise Festival, Community
Arts Workshop (CAW), Connally Piano Service,
The Arts Fund, and Jared’s Moving.

“Each organization involved brings
something special to keep the program alive,’
noted Tepper. “It is such an honor to be able to
be part of such a passionate group of people and
embody the spirit of collaboration”

www _pianosonstate.com



